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against civic restraint, the people in Japan fix a line
made of straw to separate the sexes. Whether these
tendencies are all for the good is not for me to say,
but I do say this, the modem young woman in every
country in the East and the West in spite of her
freedom and nonchalant spirit, is a much healthier
"being morally and physically, and she has to be
judged from a different standard not quite applicable
to the Victorian period.
In love and marriage, whatever may be their
views theoretically, in the West women in their heart"
of hearts still cling to the monogamous ideal, only
they insist on equality of rights and obligations, if
there is to be legal compulsion as against voluntary
restraint. There are in some countries such as in
Denmark and in Russia, a tendency towards the
matriarchal system which is in vogue in Malabar.
It must be admitted that man today in some of the
Western countries, partly through economic and
partly through other causes, is getting inclined to-
wards extra-marital unions, often expecting women
to reciprocate judging her wrong because she has
changed by conduct and dress, and is free from many
"Victorian conventions. The truth is that women
today who still retain their womanly instinct (and
they are by far the majority) believe, and it is imma-
terial whether they do so from self-interest or not,
that ** the unmarried union is dangerous because
it is subject to no recognised control, and because